
 Tiny, twinkling white lights 
dress the trunks of neighborhood 
trees.  Long strings of colorful blubs 
form lovely arches around doorways 
and windows.  Inside the home, 
bright candles flicker and cast playful 

shadows. The star of Bethlehem, high 
atop the tree, shines like a beacon 
while lights on the branches below 
see their faces in mirror - like orna-
ments. Oh yes! Itôs beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas.  

I love this time of year and 
the wonderful Christian imagery of 
ñlightò in the Scriptures.  Always, light 
represents the presence of God - from 
the burning bush that spoke to Moses 
to the birth of Jesus, the Light of the 
world. ñWhoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but have the 

light of life.ò John 8:12 

At the center of our being is the light  

ò let it shineó  
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HENRIETTE DELILLE 

Life of Heroic Virtues 

proclaimed by Pope 

Benedict XVI 

of Godôs presence. Each Advent we 
sing of Emmanuel, God -with -us!  We  
are the cherished children of God, His 
holy and beloved. Thatôs the light in 
the darkness, nothing can separate 
us from the love of God. If we be-
lieve it and live it in our daily lives 
and relationships, each day is an in-
carnation as we birth Jesus.  

The Black and Indian Mission 
Office, in our ministry of evangeliza-
tion, affirms the giftedness of Black 
Catholics. I urge you continue to let 
your light shine in our holy mother, 
the Church ðin parish life and schools.  
 
 Yes, walk in the light! I pray 

Psalm 119:105 on your behalf, may 

Godôs Word continue to be a lamp for 

your feet and a light for your path in 

2011. Merry Christmas and New Year 

Blessings ! 

 

Reverend Wayne Paysse  

Executive Director  

E-mail him at:  

info@blackandindianmission.org  

Visit the website:  

www.blackandindianmission.org  

 

ò...I want to live and die for God.ó 

 
 

Henriette Delille is the first U.S.  Native born African 

American  whose cause for canonization has been offi-

cially opened by the Catholic Church.  

She was born a free woman of color in New Or-

leans in 1812.  

By 1836, she had inspired a small band of women 

to assist the sick and dying and to catechize 

among her people.  

By 1841, these pious women were recognized by 

the Church and these Sisters of the Holy Family 

trace their official origin to 1842.  

At her death  in 1862, she was known as one ñwho 

for the love of Jesus had herself the humble ser-

vant of slaves.  

ñI believe in God. I hope in God. I love. I 

want to live and die for God.ò 



 

Corpus Christi Parish, Oklahoma City  

 

Immaculate Conception Pre -School, St Petersburg  

 

Founded in 1924, Corpus 

Christi is the only African 

American parish in the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City. The 

pastor, Reverend John Zupez, 

SJ, has small staff:  a Deacon, 

a Director of Religious Educa-

tion and a Youth Minister 

serve  the People of God.  

During a  visit, Father  

Paysse had the opportunity 

to preach at Mass and util-

ize the African American, 

Catholic Hymnal, ñLead Me, 

Guide Me.ò  The books had 

been purchased with a  

grant from the Black and In-

dian Mission Office.  
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Sr. Patricia 

Haley, SCN  is the 

coordinator for 

Black Catholic 

Ministry in the 

Multicultural 

Office of the 

Diocese of St. 

Petersburg, 

Florida.  

 

Sr. Pat Haley, SCN (rt) 

and teachers in the Pre

-School Library display  

a copy of A Childôs 

First Bible. They mold 

lives by teaching Gos-

pel values to His ñlittle 

ones,ñ ages  2-5. Im-

maculate Conception 

has the capacity for 

160 children.  

 The Josephite Society of the Sacred Heart 

is an interracial, intercultural commu-

nity of priests and brothers who work to 

advance the teachings of the Church in 

the African American Community.  

Here, however, the professed, novices, 

seminarians and guests gather at St. Vin-

cent de Paul, Washington, DC for a 

mouth ðwatering Bar -B-Q. ômõmõm good 

food and good friends , good God. Amen.  



 In the Archdiocese of New York, Brother Tyrone 

Davis, CFC, JD, a native of Newark, NJ, and a member of the 

Christian Brothers, has been the Director of the Office of Black 

Ministry since November 1995. He oversees the office whose 

mission is to serve the needs of African, African -American and 

Caribbean people of N.Y., He  promotes the celebration the  

rich cultural expressions of 

faith and worship of black 

Catholics. A lawyer who spent  

nearly four years as an Assis-

tant District Attorney in 

Brooklyn, Brother Tyrone has 

built a special relationship 

with the people of Haiti.  Fur-

thermore, his office supports 

College Pierre Touissaint, a secondary school in the southwest 

part of the U.S. through the Venerable Pierre Touissaint 

Awards Dinner, held this past September 30, 2010.  

 Last Spring, The Christophers recognized Brother Ty-

rone for  his outstanding ministry.  Initially in schools, then in 

the Office of  Black Ministry as well as  and his lifelong commit-

ment  to the Hatian people.  

ñBrother Tyroneôs selfless work 

in Haiti represents the power of 

humanitarian efforts bringing 

material and spiritual relief, ñ 

said the vice president of The 

Christophers.  Those who know 

him up close and personal tes-

tify that Brother Tyrone Davis 

embodies the motto, ñItôs bet-

ter to light one candle than to 

curse the darkness!ò 

Diamonds  

in the  

Delta  

.  
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òItõs better to 
 

light  

one candle  

than to  

curse  

the darkness.ó
 

The Christophers 

FAITH COMMUNITY  ACADEMICS  SERVICE 
 

 Opening its doors in 1951, 

in  Greenwood, Missis-

sippi, St. Francis of Assisi 

Grade School was founded 

on the Christian principle 

that all people have dignity 

and worth in the eyes of 

God.  All children have 

their own particular gifts to share 

with their families and the larger 

community. St. Francis prepares 

children to allow their  gifts to 

shine like a multifaceted dia-

mond. We challenge our students 

to be Diamonds in the Delta . Newly Baptized  

 

Fr.Greg Plata,OFM, 

Pastor  

PEACE, YõALL 

Sr. Kathleen Murphy 

& Class  



 

DIOCESE OF PALM BEACH, FLORIDA  

 

 

 

 

é  St. Vincent School, Nashville,  is closed but the religious education program is moving forward under their devoted and 

dynamic pastor, Fr. John Eaton, OFM? 

é that Anita Owens, Chicago, reports that the radio broadcast, Godôs Praises Tell, is streaming live at relevantra-

dio950.com? She says, ñlisten up, call in, speak up and learn about our faith.ò 

é Norman Francis, is the longest-sitting university president in the U.S. (since 1968) and himself an alumnus, has been at 

Xavier for more than five decades as an administrator? 

é  ñHow to Intensify Your Prayer,ò is an article by Deacon Lawrence Crudup of Harrisburg, PA, that appears on the Na-

tional Black Catholic Congress website? (www.nbccongress.org/black-catholic-spirituality ) 

é. there is a Core Committee of Principals of predominately Black or Indian Schools who form a sounding board for the 

Black and Indian Mission Office? 

é Sister Pat Haley, SCN, St. Petersburg, FL,  is a Coordinator of the Spiritual Enrichment Program for the Institute for 

Black Catholic Studies of Xavier University, New Orleans, LA?  

é that the violet is the flower emblem of the Sisters of the Holy Family Congregation?  Visit their web site, please, 

www.sistersoftheholyfamily.com to find out why. 

é Father Wayne Paysse, Executive Director of BIMO, participated in the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund's 2010 

Awards Dinner sponsored by the Office of Black Ministry, Archdiocese of New York? 

é Director of the African American Catholic Center for Evangelization, Andrew Shaw,  reported on the 5th anniversary of  

St. Peter Claver Award and  Thea Bowman  Award,  Archdiocese of Los Angeles? Honorees November 20, 2010 included: 

Very Rev. John Harfmann, SSJ, Msgr. John Barry, Rev. Tesfaldet Asghedom, Sr. Eva Maria Lumas, SSS, Sr. Angela 

Faustina, CSJ and Sr. Dolores Pardini, SND de N. 

é You can forward this e-mail to interested persons and send us those e-mails to add to our roster for the next issue in Feb-

ruary?  
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Visit us on the web: www.blackandindianmission.org  

The Catholic Negro American Mission Board  

2021  H Street, NW                 Washington, DC     20006 -4207 

Phone: 202 -331-8542              Fax: 202-331-8544 

Pictures sent by  

Lorraine Lyles:  

http://www.nbccongress.org/black-catholic-spirituality
http://www.sistersoftheholyfamily.com

